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all the animals. It will probably be best to have a veterinarian secure the blood samples and send them to a laboratory for testing. If the owner desires to draw the blood samples himself, he should first provide enough clean 1-ounce bottles properly labeled with the name or number of each sow to be bled. An easy way to bleed the sow is to cut off the tip of her tail. Allow the blood to drip into the clean sterilized bottle and when about % ounce of blood is secured the tail may be bound up with a piece of cloth to stop further hemorrhage. After the bottles are corked and labeled properly, they should be packed carefully in sawdust or wrapped in paper and sent to a laboratory for examination. It is customary for a nearby veterinarian or agricultural college to perform the test, The test is fully as accurate as that which is applied to cattle. When the report comes back, the owner will be able to sort out the infected animals and make arrangements for their disposal.
Treatment
There is no medicine or drug that will prevent or cure abortion. As mentioned, mineral feeding has no bearing on this disease and does nothing but create a false sense of security. A sow that gives birth to a litter of hairless pigs is not necessarily infected with contagious abortion. This is a different disease and is caused by the lack of iodine in the diet. Vaccination has been tried, but as yet it cannot be recommended to prevent or cure this disease. Animals with a persistent discharge from the womb should be treated in much the same way as described for retained placenta in cows, except that salt solutions should not be used for douching. Sterile sows should always be disposed of.
Management of the injected herd
The aborting sows should be placed by themselves, because they are very likely to spread the disease. Be sure to burn or bury the aborted pigs and afterbirth. Never, under any circumstances, allow other sows to eat such